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І. ANNOTATION 

 
The main goal of this course is the acquisition of knowledge for the European Union – a unique 

autonomous system, which has supranational character for the member states. It focuses on the histori-
cal development, structure, sources and principles of law, citizenship and the rights of the citizens, rela-
tion of Republic Bulgaria to the European Union. European statutory materials will be examined in the 
effort to understand European law in theory and practice. The course will give the students knowledge 
on basic aspects of European law and skills for implementation in practice. 

 
II. T H E M A T I C  C O N T E N T  
 

No.  
 TITLE OF UNIT AND SUBTOPICS NUMBER OF HOURS 

  L S L.E. 

UNIT 1. ESTABLISHING AND MEMBERSHIP 2 2  
1.1. Establishing, main principles and objectives. 1 1  
1.2. Member states. 1 1  
UNIT 2. LEGAL SUBJECTIVITY AND LEGAL NATURE OF 

EU 2 2  

2.1. Internal and international subjectivity of EU.  1 1  

2.2. Legal nature of EU. Similarities and differences to the state 
and other international organizations 

1 1  

UNIT 3.  SOURCES OF EU LAW  2 2  
3.1. Primary law. 1 1  
3.2. Secondary law. 1 1  

UNIT 4. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE EU LAW 2 2  

4.1. Autonomous character, priority and direct effect of the EU 
law. 1 1  

4.2. Application of the EU law. Liability for failing to comply with 
EU law 

1 1  

UNIT 5: CITIZENSHIP – SPECIFIC AND MAIN RIGHTS 2 2  

5.1. Citizenship – concept and legal settlement.   1 1  
5.2. Rights of the EU citizens. Specific and fundamental rights 1 1  

UNIT 6. INSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM OF EU 2 2  

6.1. Main characteristics of the EU institutional mechanism 1 1  
6.2. Principle of the submitted authority. Types of authority. 1 1  

UNIT 7. MAIN BODIES 4 4  

7.1. European Parliament. 1 1  
7.2. European Council. 1 1  
7.3. Council of EU. 1 1  
7.4. European Commission 1 1  

UNIT 8. FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND BODIES 2 2  

8.1. European Court of Auditors. 1 1  
8.2. European Investment Bank. 1 1  
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UNIT 9. CONSULTATIVE BODIES 2 2  

9.1. European Economic and Social Committee. 1 1  
9.2. Committee of the Regions. 1 1  

UNIT 10. DECISION MAKING PROCESS 3 3  

10.1. EU legislative procedure. 1 1  
10.2. Budget procedure. 1 1  
10.3. Legislative activity of the Commission 1 1  

UNIT 11. COURT SYSTEM OF EU 3 3  

11.1. Court institution of EU – main characteristics, legal nature 
and functions. 1 1  

11.2. EU Court of Justice – members, composition, internal  
organization and functions. 1 1  

11.3. Authority and court procedures 1 1  
UNIT 12. GENERAL COURT AND CIVIL SERVICE 

TRIBUNAL 2 2  

12.1. General Court. 1 1  
12.2. Civil Service Tribunal. 1 1  

UNIT 13: RELATIONS BETWEEN REPUBLIC OF 
BULGARIA AND EU 2 2  

13.1. Accession and joining the EU. 1 1  
13.2. Internal mechanism of coordination after accession. 1 1  

 Total: 30 30  
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ІІІ.  FORMS OF CONTROL: 
  
No. 
by 

row 
TYPE AND FORM OF CONTROL №   

extra-
curricu-
lar, h. 

 
1. Midterm control   
1.1. Test (mixed type questions) 2 20 
1.2. Project work on a predefined theme 1 30 
1.3. Work – with statutory instruments 1 15 
1.4. Comparative-legal research 1 15 

Total midterm control: 5 80 
2. Final term control   
2.1. Examination (test) 1 40 

 Total final term control: 1 40 
 Total for all types of control: 6 120 
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